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The Safeguarding team
    

Changes to Safeguarding during Covid-19

There is now an appendix to the Safeguarding policies, if you missed this when it was sent out, please take a look, it is on the VLE in both the Policies and Safeguarding areas.
Although the way we are operating is different to business as usual we still have a duty to keep our young and vulnerable learners safe and support them whilst they are learning remotely.
At the present time we are delivering courses remotely, this might change in the future to become more blended learning.
Safeguarding processes are the same as they have always been: If you have a concern please either log it on MyConcern or contact myself or Klaudia by email or phone. Please be alert to any difficulties your learners might have and if you are concerned about either possible abuse or that they might need more support due to the current situation, please talk to them and let them know that you will be passing your concerns to the safeguarding team who may contact them. If they are happy with this, please ask about the best way for us to contact them.
We are being notified about learners that tutors have been unable to contact. We will support with this if you have concerns about their wellbeing and have done so successfully for a number of learners. 
Our learners may have increased anxiety or depression if not able to see family and friends and take part in activities that usually help them cope. The current situation has changed routines which can lead to increased tension at home. Some vulnerable adults may be suffering harm and not know how to get help. 
There is an increased risk of online platforms being used to exploit vulnerable people, therefore a possible increased threat of radicalisation being carried out in this way, as well as other safety concerns. 
At the bottom is a link to a site called Net Aware which shows you some of the risks of using certain social networks, apps and games. This may also be useful for some of you who have children and is something I have been asked for in the past. If you click on a game it will show you risk ratings, for example Houseparty is medium risk for most concerns but high for sexual and bullying, TikTok is high risk for Drink, drugs and crime. https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/
Please continue to be alert to concerns, a lot of people are even more vulnerable, and we still need to support them even though they are not coming into centres. 
Please remember to keep yourselves safe as well. 
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