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	Quick Guide – Digital ACE Blogs



As part of the Digital ACE project, HOLEX arranged for a series of our digital blogs to be reviewed, updated and re-launched. These can now be accessed via this link.
You can access all the blogs from the HOLEX website (http://holex.org.uk/).To quickly find individual blogs, you can search by month, category or title in the search box. 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk66107064]A noteworthy Tool - https://holex.org.uk/a-noteworthy-tool/
[Categories: Apps, Learning, VLE]
If you use video with your learners, these two tools, VideoAnt and YiNote, will be useful. These provide a way of capturing notes synced to your video. Notes and bookmarks are timestamped, so you can quickly return to the video section of interest.

2. A quick way to edit your videos - https://holex.org.uk/editing-videos/
[Categories: Apps, Learning]
If you create videos for learners to study independently, then a very creative tool called Type Studio enables you to do quick edits without learning any video editing skills. 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk66108658]Audio to support learners - https://holex.org.uk/audio-to-support-learners/ 
[Categories: Apps, Learning]
This blog takes a look at 3 audio tools you can use with learners. OddCast Text to Speech, Mote, and Vocaroo.

4. Creating resources quickly from existing materials - https://holex.org.uk/creating-resources-from-existing/
[Categories: Learning, Resources, Teaching]
There are many digital resources available on the Internet and on our computers already. Is there actually any need to produce any more? Well, perhaps we do but not from scratch; find out more read the blog.
5. Fifteen uses for video-conferencing software - https://holex.org.uk/fifteen-uses-for-video-conferencing-software/ 
[Categories: Learning, Teaching, Virtual Classrooms]
Do you have or are you considering using video-conferencing/webinar software to create a virtual classroom? Fifteen reasons to read the blog to find out how software can be used.
6. Improving your skills and pedagogy - https://holex.org.uk/improving-digital-skills-pedagogies/ 
[Categories: CPD, Learning, Teaching]
This blog provides information about current free CPD opportunities, which include; modules on the Enhance Digital Teaching Platform, Future Teacher talks, and information about the UFI VocTech trust.
7. Making teaching in a virtual classroom inclusive - https://holex.org.uk/making-teaching-in-a-virtual-classroom-inclusive/ 
[Categories: EDI, Social Media, Teaching]
This blog explains the three main areas of the Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge framework and tips in making your delivery through a virtual classroom inclusive.
8. Mindmap - https://holex.org.uk/mindmaps/ 
[Categories: Assessment, Learning, Teaching, VLE]
Mindmaps are a useful way to quickly store thoughts, ideas, and challenges so that each can be returned to, reflected on, and then expanded. Some examples are explored.
9. Plickers - https://holex.org.uk/plickers-a-way-to-assess-learners-out-in-the-community/ 
[Categories: Apps, Assessment]
Do you teach in venues with limited access to technology or the Internet? If so, Plickers might be the formative assessment tool for you; it only requires the teacher to have a mobile phone. Watch a demonstration in this blog.
10. QR Codes a must! - https://holex.org.uk/qr-codes-a-must/ 
[Categories: Apps, Learning]
These 2D barcodes seem to be popping up everywhere, from packaging to bus stops but are we realising their potential in education? QR (Quick Response) codes can be easily created to link to various things, including websites, audio recordings, videos, text, and social media. This blog explores how QR Codes provide opportunities to deliver learning, assessment, marketing, and support.
11. Screen Capture Software - the multi-purpose tool! - https://holex.org.uk/screen-capture-software-the-multi-purpose-tool/ 
[Categories: Assessment, Learning, Teaching]
Teachers are busy people, so it's great to find a tool that is easy to use and can be applied in different ways - creating how-to video guides, delivering video feedback, and so much more. Read the blog for tools and ideas.
12. Spot the Difference! - https://holex.org.uk/spot-the-difference/ 
[Categories: Accessibility, Resources, Social Media]
Use a tool that provides a way to show Youtube videos to the whole class without advertising being a distraction. The large buttons make it easy to pause a video to ask questions or hold a discussion etc. Read the blog now, as it's not the only useful tool on offer!
13. StudyStack a tool that meets both learner and teacher needs! - https://holex.org.uk/studystack/ 
[Categories: Assessment, Learning, Resources]
StudyStack is an online tool that promotes learner choice. Learners can choose from a range of activities, selecting those that meet their preferred method of learning.
What's more, the tool does all the work for busy teachers! Find out more by reading the blog.
14. Thinking Accessibility when delivering through your VLE - https://holex.org.uk/think-accessible-via-vle/ 
[Categories: Accessibility, VLE]
"A VLE is an individual organisations biggest investment in assistive technology; if you have an easy-to-use VLE, one that is used effectively, it will meet a huge range of needs of a wide range of learners." Alistair McNaught, JISC.
Find out why and the small changes you can make to your content to make it more accessible by reading the blog.
15. Three tools to support delivering a virtual programme - https://holex.org.uk/three-tools-deliver-virtual/ 
[Categories: Accessibility, Learning, Teaching, VLE]
Are you delivering more programmes online? Here is an example of how you can combine three tools and utilise flipped learning to provide online learning.
· Google Classroom
· FlipGrid
· Google Meet
16. Using branching scenarios - https://holex.org.uk/using-branching-scenarios/ 
[Categories: Assessment, Gamification, Learning]
Take a look at this blog that looks at branching scenarios and how they can be used. An example is shown, based on a workplace scenario, with the learner taking the part of a character in the story. The route they follow through the resource will vary depending on the decisions they make. Find out more in the blog.
17. Xerte Online Toolkit - What can it do? - https://holex.org.uk/xerte-online-toolkit-what-can-it-do/ 
[Categories: Accessibility, Assessment, Learning]
In this blog, find out more about Xerte online toolkit, an open-source web-based content creation tool that enables users to use a wide range of page templates to create multi-media rich interactive learning materials.
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